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Organic gardener for ~25 years 

 

 

 

Managed mid-to-high altitude forestry management on a 1-acre, and on a 20-acre 

homestead  that I owned and managed; 30 years’ experience in harvesting and 

using wood products 

 

 

 
 

Community education instructor and regional publication writer: Basics of Organic 

Gardening and Sustainable Agriculture in NM, Desert, Mid-and High Altitude 

 

 

 

 



Presenter: Myra Reed, M.A., Technical and Professional Communication, 

NMSU, con’t. 

 
Helped to run a family owned/operated 8-acre Pistachio / Afghan Pine / fruit & nut 

tree farm with: 

 

       ~600 pistachios in production 

  

       ~400 additional trees of ~20 species 

 

      1 ½ acre front grounds with grass lawn, weeping and globe willows; and a 

      large pond w/koi & shubunkin, water lilies, papyrus, and a small pier 

 

      50’ X 50’ organic garden 

 

      Misc. grapes, roses, various herbs 

 

      4 dogs (Great Dane, 2 Blue Heelers,  

      Doberman) 

 

      1 sassy draft mare, a ½ Percheron,  

      ½ Belgian bay named Miss Lillie  

      (after Lillie Langtry). She looked like 

       the twin of this girl here. 

 

 

 

 



Community Gardens 

 



Community Gardens: Advantages 

 
No outlay for everything you would need to begin your own garden. 
 
 
Your expenses may be tax-deductible. 
 
 
No need for a major time commitment, and you can do many kinds of 
activities that suit your abilities. 
 
 
Well-supported community gardens can grow more produce, and you 
get a share of it. 
 
 
You get to learn everything that you need to know to grow your own 
garden in your locale (and maybe, hydroponics, aquaculture, canning, 
drying produce, beekeeping, organic pest and weed control, etc.) 
 
 

 



Community Gardens: Advantages 

 
 
You will know what is used to grow the produce that you consume. 
 
 
You are a part of vital community-building efforts. 
 
 
You may be a part of feeding those in need. 
 
 
You are a part of beautifying your community, and making it a 
healthy, life-sustaining place to be. 
 
 
You can make great friends, gardening contacts, and bartering 
networks by helping in a community garden. 
 
Website for all community gardens and related info: 
http://homegrownnewmexico.org/ 
 
 

http://homegrownnewmexico.org/


Seed2Need 

Community Garden, ABQ, NM 

 

 
Seed2Need is a collaborative effort between the Sandoval County Master Gardeners 

(SCMG), property owners in the village of Corrales and many other volunteer groups. Our 

mission is to reduce hunger and improve nutrition in our community by growing fresh produce 

for local food pantries.  

 

We also glean fruit from local orchards and solicit produce donations from the customers and 

vendors at the Corrales Grower's Market. In 2012, these efforts generated 65,238 pounds of 

fruit and vegetables having an estimated market value of $82,000. This was donated to fifteen 
food assistance programs in Sandoval and Bernalillo Counties. 

 
FaceBook Address: https://www.facebook.com/groups/Seed2Need/ 
 

Has harvested over 36,000 lbs. of produce this year. 

 
Provides training and literature for people interested in starting their 
own community pantry garden. 
 

Seed2Need 2013 Work Schedule 
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 Patio Composting 



What you will need 

 -- 1-2 Bins with  tight lids for the patio, and one for the kitchen 

 
-- Kitchen food waste (except for meat, fats, dairy products, etc.) 
 
-- Shredded paper, leaves, corn husks, small sticks, grass clippings, etc. 
for “bulk” and cellulose 
 
-- 1-2 lbs. of worms (Red Wigglers are recommended) 
 
-- Composted manure (optional) 
 
Cornell University Waste Management Unit “Six Easy Steps to Setting 
Up a Worm Bin”:http://compost.css.cornell.edu/worms/steps.html 

 
University of Florida IFAS Extension Info Sheet 
 
Worms Eat My Garbage: How to Set Up and Maintain a Worm Composting 

System, by Mary Applehof:http://www.amazon.com/Worms-Eat-My-Garbage-

Composting/dp/0977804518 
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Bin options 

 

Worm Factory® bin 

Plastic bins w/ holes in 

the upper portion 

Commercial  bin assortment 

Wood WordmFarms wooden  bin 



Things to consider 

 Commercial worm bins may be your best option for patio worm 
composting. They are usually well-designed, tough, and last a long 
time. They can also reduce accidental “messes” from leaking liquid or 
solid material. 
 
Worm bins require regular attention, including adding material, 
stirring the mix occasionally, draining the liquid by-product, etc. 
 
 
If you use a bin to collect kitchen waste inside the kitchen, it must 
have a TIGHT lid, and be emptied regularly (once per week), or it may 
gain an unpleasant smell, and attract house pets, and insects. 
 
 
Worm bins must be protected from high heat and freezing temps. 
 
 
Insects of various kinds may set up household in your worm bin, 
including fruit flies, white flies, cockroaches, crickets, etc. 

 
 



 Keyhole Gardening 



Drought-resistant, sustainable, high yield, low-

maintenance gardening system from Africa 

 

http://foragedroots.blogspot.com/2012/03/key-hole-

garden.html 

http://jeffreybarbee.blogspot.com/2013/02/reportage-in-

lesothos-highlands-garden.html http://vimeo.com/tag:keyhole+garden 

http://www.sendacow.org.uk/lessonsfromafrica/resource

s/ethiopia-gallery 
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How to build one… 

 

http://www.texascooppower.com/texas-stories/nature-outdoors/keyhole-gardening 
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How to build one… 

 

http://davesgarden.com/guides/articles/view/3726/ 

http://www.texascooppower.com/texas-

stories/nature-outdoors/keyhole-gardening 

http://www.klru.org/ctg/blog/?p=8196 
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Many design options will work well 

 

http://www.valhalla-project.com/2012/01/from-

africa-to-valhalla-keyhole-garden.html 

http://www.phoenixpermaculture.org/photo/keyhole-

garden-2-1/prev?context=user 
http://www.organicgreendoctor.com/2013/03/keyhole-

garden-and-tomatoes.html 

http://kissofsun.wordpress.com/2012/10/11/inside-

austin-gardens-tour-2012-williams-garden/ 
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Many design options will work well 

 

http://keyholefarm.com/buy-a-keyhole-garden-kit/ http://nfromn.blogspot.com/2013/04/k-is-for-keyhole.html 

http://learningtolivehere.wordpress.com/2012/03/17/k

eyhole-garden-finish/ 
http://helenkosings.wordpress.com/2013/05/26/keyh

ole-gardening-resources/ 
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http://harmonychildrensgarden.wordpress.com/ 

Harmony Children’s Garden Keyhole Design 

 

http://harmonychildrensgarden.wordpress.com/


Keyhole gardens really PRODUCE! 

http://keyholefarm.com/category/keyhole-

gardens/page/2/?option=com_ccboard&view=forumli

st&Itemid=53 
http://www.phoenixpermaculture.org/photo/keyhole-garden-

2?xg_source=activity 

http://hotugc.org/2012/07/30/keyhole-gardening/ http://www.insideurbangreen.org/sack-gardeningfarming/ 
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